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Satire’s my weapun; but I’m too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tiit at all I meet: 

f only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, aul directors.—Porr. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Si 
CHARLES WoLSELEY, Bart., on his release from a 
vaptivity of Eighteen Months. 


Dear Sir, : 

One of the ancient sages has said, that a good man 
struggling with adversity, is an object on which the Gods 
might look with pleasure. And the observation is doubt- 
less correct, as it relates to the virtue of the individual, 
and the admiration with which integrity, struggling with 
misfortune, is calculated to excite in the bosoms of the 
good and the wise. But I must confess, that, in prefe- 
rence lo witnessing--— 


‘ A Patriot struggling with the frowns of fate. 
‘* And nobly falling with a falling State,’ 


1 am infinitely more pleased when I see those strug- 
gles successful, and hail the triumph of freedom and hu- 
manity over their common enemies. It is satisfactory to 
feel that integrity cannet be snbdued-—that it will eoim- 
bat on the edge of the sepuichre, and maintain its diz- 
nity, as it sinks into the grave ; bol it is infinitely more 
satisfactory to me, to see vice thrown inte the pit which 
it has dug for honesty, and the Citadel of Freedom 
erected on the spot which was intended for the grave of 
its advocates. in this spirit, aliow a friend, and mires, 
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ty congratulate you ou the termination of your captivity ; 
and on your restoration to yourself, to your family, and 
to your country. The vengeance of your enemies has 
failen short of its mark. You leave your captivity, in 
health, in spirits, and in sound heart. You have been 
fortunate enough to escape hereditary cancers in the sto- 
mach, and all the train of mortal disorders which hang 
like poisonous dews, around the atmosphere which state 
prisoners are doomed to breathe in. It is true, you have 
suffered a severe privalion. A great portion of the most 
valuable period of human existence, has been wasted in 
a tiresome imprisonment. Twosummers have you been 
condemned to see the orb of day roll over your pri- 
son-house, separated from all those active enjoyments, 
which, to health, rank, and fortune, form so great a pro- 
portion of the value of existence. You were preventcd 
from being the foremost to meet her late lamented Ma- 
jesty, on her return to claim her undoubted rights-—-from 
being the foremost to. weleome her, on her return to her 
adopted couutry—from being the foremost to shew the 
degenerate aristocracy of the land, the duty of the brave 
and the manly, to the weak, and to the oppressed. You 
have also been prevented from the most essential service 
to her Majesty’s cause, in the manifestation of her inno- 
cence, by collecting that testimony which you so gallantly 
offered to produce, if his Majesty’s Ministers would have 
suffered you to have left your prison fur that purpose, 
upon the full security of your return to undergo the re- 
mainder of the judgment against you, To a lover of 
truth, and justice, those privations must have been se- 
vere :—but you have the satisfaction of having done your 
DUTY ; and of this consolation you can never be deprived ; 
nor of the due appreciation of your merits, by the public 
at large. 

From this recapitulation of your injuries, let us turn 
to the gain of your oppressors. They have already 
found their calculations of the effect of your imprison- 
ment entirely erroneous. Their first object was to inti- 
midate you—to deter you, from again mingling with the 
people, and Reowiies the lustre of rank on the preecpts 
of common sense. Your prompt and unexpected decla- 
ration in favour of reform, of actual, real, radical reform, 
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alarmed the boroughmongers beyond measure. They 
were afraid that reason and justice were making a 
dangerous inroad among the privileged classes. They 
feared the great body of the gentry, on whose ignorance, 
cowardice, ‘and venality, they so confidently rely, would 
become tainted with the terrible contagion of equuc 
rights and equal law. It wasassuredly ominous totheir 
system, lo sce an ancient baronet step at once from the 
pedestal of rank and birth into the midst of millions who 
were demanding the restoration of their rights—to hear 
him proclaim their demands were just ; and to see him 
placed at their head with unaminous applause. It was 
a refutation of that calumny, which is circulated with an 
infernal malevolence of industry, that the reformers are 
enemies to the higher orders, and that pillage and plun- 
der are their only a aim. This foul slander you are enabled 
to refute, by your knowledge of what the Reformers 
really are. You well remember the burst of enthusiasm 
with which your appearanceamongst them was welcomed : 

—and you are satisfied that it is only for those ‘* gentle- 
man,” those “ natural leaders,” who have been so long 
called upon in vain totake their proper places in the front 
of the people at large, to perform the duty which their 
stalion imposes upon them, inorder to meet its reward, in 
the confidence and respect of the nation. Butthen, they 
must do this duty. It will not satisfy, as it ought not to 
satisfy the people, that they should ¢adk about this duty— 
that they should be pot valiant at taverns, and bois- 
terous in party debate. The public cannot he duped 
by such mushroom patriotism, as spring up at such 
conventions as the new Cheshire Whig Club, where 
the basis of the popularity of W higgism, namely, 
“THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE PEOPLE,’ was not even 
remembered in a toast! These are not the measures that 
will enable the “* gentr y ’ to lead the people. The nation 
will not range itself azain beneath the banners of either 
their prejudices, their vanit ‘yy oF their interests. But 
when these * natural leaders,” who seem to be threaten- 
ed with the naturalism of idiotcy, will do as you have 
done—will mix with the public to tight the public battles 
—wheu they dare sacrifice the follies, and the frivolities 

of party to the public good,—you can tell them that the 
public is ready to receive, to protect, and to reward 
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them. This standing lesson to the proud, the foolish, 
and the venal, is one of the gazxs of the boroughmongers 
by your imprisonment, and let them make the most of it 
—for it is all of profit that can see, as resulling to them 
from the machinery of special juries, political judges, 
hired witnesses, and still more infamousspies. You have 
lost much valuable time ; _ they have lost both time, 
aml money, ail reputation, by their persecution. You, 
with encreased cuergy, aud suill greater conviction of the 
necessity of Reform, are ready to renew the contest like 
aman refreshed with reason and reflection; while they 
resemble giants, not refreshed with wine, but inebriated 
with the sanguinary vintage reaped at Manchester, on 
the 16th of August 1819 ; who are compelled to reel on- 
wards to a struele which they lave no heart to main- 
tain, which tempory success only tends to perpetuate ; 
and in which one false step may be certain ruin. The 
Reformers have every thing to hope, and little to fear. 
While their arguments can only be replied to by fines 
and imprisonments ; and while new laws are enacted to 
suspend the operation of the ancient statutes of the king- 
dom, they must gain ground; for the most ordinary in- 
tellect cannot fail to perceive that it is a war of force 
against reason, on the part of the enemies of Reform. 
Wherever exquiry is proscribed, the germ of tyranny 
exists. Were tnere no abuses, enquiry would not be 
feared, nor publicity dreaded:—and when truth is 
suppressed because it is dangerous to vice and crror, 
it becomes the more dangerous by such suppression ; 
Which is a sure evidence of guilt, anda confession 
of fear! we have, however, other auxiliaries, than the 
progress of reason, the irresistible nature of truth, and 
the universal charms of freedom. The system which has 
been so fataliv detrimental to the interests of the nation, 
as at last reached the “gentry” in its levelling opera~ 
tion: —and as heaven fins _ Wisely and justly erdained, 
that t thos ewho cannot feel for others, sh “ll fee cl for then:- 


selve =e gentry must bestir themselves, unless thes 
are pre ared to follow to the work-house ihe shoals whic. 
ele: meanness and servuilly, bave contributed to drive 
thither! Tha mighty blessing, the naticnal debt. 
strelches forth its thousand feeders to grasp & di their pos- 
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melt as readily before their fatal influence, as did the 
comforts of the ‘lower classes. They will find them- 
selves treated as roughly as the rest of the swinish mul- 
titude. They will soon discover they are only hogs of a 
larger size, inl better fatted, and so much the more worth 
picking. They have been reserved forthe last feast more 
out of policy than respect:—and they will be eaten up 
with as little remorse, and as truly loyal a relish, as any 
of the rest. It is a curious feature in the natural history 
of this country, that our old, and comparatively inofen- 
sive black-ral, has been almost annihilated by the new 
race of voracious quadruyeds, of tat species. And, if we 
suppose our old Norman aristocracy to resemble the 
biack-ral, and the new race of political adventurers who 
have crawled into the higher places, to resemble the new 
race of four-footed destroyers, we shall have a tolerable 
parallel. The old black rat was mischievous enough, 
but it had some little conscience. It eat no more than it 
wanted ; though it was not very nice as to whose hoard 
ul encroached upon. It would bite alittle now and then; 
but it was inclined to be quiet if let alone. But the new 
rat isa perfect glutton, and a perfect fury; and pozson= 
ous, some folks say, into the bargain. Thus, the great 
men, Who came in with the Conqueror, would have their 
way. They took the best lands, and usurped the power, 
which they have been content, at any rate, to have dived- 
ed with the natives—but they did not take all, It never 
occurred to them to calculate how Litile food a man 
could exisé upon, and then to decide that was as much as 
he had any right to expect. On the contrary, theywere 
anxious to keep their vassals in as good condition as their 
horses, or cattle; and the common people had some few 
common adyanlages shared amongst them. But the 
new rats have spared nothing. First, they swept away 
all that the civil black rats had left unoccupied, or un- 
claimed ; aud this feod failing them, they are now fasten- 
me tooth and claw, upon “the biack “rats themselves ; 
and in a few years -_ will be as scarce as their 
four-footed prototypes, unless tuey bestir themselves 
in the defence of their holes and corners. From 
tne outcry against the lower orders, one might 


uagine that these ee reds, were one nded from ihe 
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sun, moon, and seven stars; instead of the fact, thai 
these railers against the “ dower orders,” are sprung, 
from the lowest of the dow, and are now lording it over 
the highest of the high. But it is a common principle, 
that a freed slave makes the most tyrannical master ; 
and that a Christian renegade is always more cruel to 
Christian captives, than a native Mussulman. Their orz- 
gin is a constant spectre, which they cannot banish from 
their sides; and they rail thus furiously to prevent others 
from remembering what they deem their disgrace ; but 
which is, in fact, the ondy merit they possess. It is the 
worst method they coul take for the purpose, it is trueg 
but it is the natural curse of guilt and folly that it should 
betray itself; and, with all his cunning, the apostate only 
resembles the folly of the ostrich, that thinks itself safe, 
by thrusting its head into a bush, forgetting thatits bulky 
carcase, is left exposed to the view of the hunters. 

Your former letter to the ‘S gentry” wears now the 
air of prophecy. May the shame of their own degrada- 
tion, and their own ruin, rouse them to those exertions 
which could not be called forth by the degradation and 
ruin of their country ! 

As Treasurer of the “‘ NorTHERN UNIon,” you will 
necessarily become more identified with the Reformers. In 
furtherance ofthe subscriptions for the accumulation of the 
fund, for the purpose of returning real representatives of 
the people, I would suggest the propriety of those who 
approve of the measure, to contribute to its increase by 
DONATIONS. While the principal hope of the Reform- 
ers must be upon the'r own exertions, upon the certain 
effects of the regular subscription of small sums, there 
are persons who may have the means and inclination to 
forward larger sums to the general fund, with a distinct 
knowledge of the purpose to which it would be applied. 
Would it not be well, then, for the Committees of the 
Northern Union, to DECLARE, what is pretty well un- 
derstood, that the fund will be devoted, in the first in- 
stance, to secure the election of Mr. Hunt, for the town 
of Preston, where the best chance exists for an attempt 
to introduce an advocate of Radical Reform. For this 
object the surplus of any other funds mizht be forwarded 
to you, as the General Treasurer, with dcnations from 
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wl parts of the kingdom. Thetimesare now favourable 
for arrangement, and organization. Vessels cannot be 
refitted in a storm ; nor are the wisest and best measures 
to be always discovered in the hurry of action. In this 
sense, the quietness of the public mind is favourable for 
our purpose. The fine, calm weather, will enable us to 
perfect our measures, and determine upon our courser. 
Your liberation at this period, is a peculiarly fortunate 
event; and perfectly aware that it will be taken advan- 
tage of for the peneral good, 
I remain, Sir, 
Your friend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 


Do 
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Fiom the Black Dwaif in the “ Admiration of the 
World,” to the Yellow Bonze at Japan. 


P 
THE TWIN FIENDS:—OR, MORE BOROUGHMONGER 
BLESSINGS! 
Respected Yellow Friend, 

Some of the great ones of this island, are 
likely to havea special act of providence, just to con- 
vince them of what the nation needs no one from the 
grave to tell it of—namely, their own folly. Lord 
Liverpool, very sagaciously, attributed the evils of the 
country to a superabundance of produce! Heaven 
had been foo kind, said this admirable statesman—a 
sreat deal too kind /—there was too much food—folks 
would have nothing to do but fo eat ; and he feared both 
their teeth and stomachs would fail them, before this evc/ 
was half-conquered! Nothing but a “ plentiful scarcity 
of food,” as an Irishman would say, could content him. 
He seemed most eagerly to wish for a famine, or any 
other natural calamity, that would release the poor people 
from the risk of dying out of mere fatigue in eating and 
drinking. At the same time there were thousands who 
were absolutely in want of bread—but then they had x0 








716 THE BLACK DWARF. 


money—and it is a settled principle in all czvidized coun- 
tries, that those who want money, have no business with 
food, whatever quantity there may be to spare, or how- 
ever prime ministers may be puzzled to dispose of it. A 
man who has no money is a proscribed animal, neither 
protected by the game laws, nor even included in Mr. 
Lawson’s proposal to take certain neglected wild animals 
under the protection of the statute- law. Ifa poor man 
were really a pig, it might be worth the while of some 
pork-butcher to fatten ‘him ; but as itis, he is only 
taunted with the disgrace of belonging to the “ swinish 
multitude,” without partaking any of the advantages 
which appertain even to swine? From this digression 
upompeverty, which clearly proves that a pig is much 
helter treated than some men, I must recur to this cun- 

ning statesman, who thinks want of food the greatest of 
all blessings. Providence, after being some years deaf to 
his desires, has at last ddessed him with a bad har vest ; 

an all the politicians of the day are on the alert, to sce 
what advantage he will make of it. Speculation is 
ailoat, as to whether this same bad harvest will liquidate 
ihe half or the whole, of the national: debt !—whether 
the dad harvest will enable the country to dispense with 
the standing army ;—or whether this miraculous bad 
Aurvest will induce all the sinecurists to resign, and all 
ihe placemen to give up the half of their salaries. In the 
ministerial circles, these matters are confidently pre- 
tlicted ; and it is even whispered that the cabinet will 
advise a general thanksgiving for this fortunate bad 
harvest! This mighty wiseacre of a statesman, has now 
a good opportunity afforded him, of trying his own powers 
ina fair scale. He said a transition from war to peace, 
and a succession of abundant harvesis, had produced 
the frightful accumulation of misery, under which the 
nation laboured from 1816- -17 to the end of 1819:— 
thus implying that peace and PLENTY, which the nation 
had been taught to pray for so carnestly y, and repeatedly, 

curing twenty years of war, wore in reaiity, the des‘roy- 
ing fiends; which were ieenaieni ng more i damity than 
heart could bear, or head could oe Every week 
did [ look in the Gazette, my fri ond, fo find an alteration 
of the liturgy, by “ authority,” of this ; sapient minister ; 
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for in that liturgy, 1 find the prayer of —“ Give peaee in 
‘* our time; we bescech thee, O Lord!” when it is quite 
evident, if this statesman were correct in his views, that 
the misery was occasioned by the peace, the prayer 
should have run thus :—‘* Give NO peace in owr time, 
“* we beseech thee,” &c.—and as this minister could not 
bear that his Royal Mistress should be prayed for, against 
the wishes of his Royal Master, he should have been 
equally vigilant to assert his own consistency. Nay, the 
liturgy would have required still further corrections to suit 
the political liturgy of this noble lord ; for I find in this ri- 
tual of the church, a prayer for rain, to be said in unsea- 
sonably dry weather ; and a prayer for fair weather, in sea- 
sons of continued rain:—while, as bad weather contributes 
yreatly to bad harvests, it is obvious the minister should 
have directed the church to pray that rain might deluge 
the fields, or that the rays of the sun might scorch up the 
blades of the corn, that there might not be too large a crop, 
to bring down the prices of food! But what is still worse 
than all, upon this minister’s theory, the liturgy had ac- 
tually a prayer for plenty !/—for that very plenty, which, 
if the minister is to be believed, entails such miseries 
on the land. JI wonder if Lord Liverpool ever saw this 
prayer. Tle must have often heard it, as he goes regu- 
larly to church, when his duties spare him; but what 
people are accustomed to hear frequently, they as fre- 
quently disregard: so, for his especial benefit, 1 will 
insert it here ; that when he again breaches his opinions 
on the great blessings of scarcity, he may remember and 
eet this invocation to the Deity amended, to suit his 
doctrines :—‘* O, most merciful Father, wio of thy gra- 
“ cious goodness hast heard the devout prayers of the 
“church, and turned our dearth and scarcity, into 
“* cheapness and plenty, we give thee humble thanks for 
“ this thy special bounty ; beseeching thee to continue thy 
‘¢ Joving-kindness unto us, that our land may yield us 
‘“‘ her fruits of encrease to thy géory, and our comfort.” 
What the noble lord will sav to the church, or the church 
io the noble lord, it is not for me to guess ; but this dif- 
‘erence between them demands an endeavour to asvertain 
whick is in the right—and to which the palm of defer- 
ence should be ceuceded. Probably the result of the 
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ensuing campaign at St. Stephens may determine this 
point ; for the noble lord has obtained, partially at least, 
the tao essentials, on which he reposes the prosperity 
of the nation! He has had a battle in London, and got 
beaten ; and a lille war has started up ready made to 
his hands, ia Ireland, where he may, perchance, meet 
with a little more providential disaster. The harvest is 
not probably quite so bad, as meght be wished by this 
politician ; but il is bad enough to ascertain whether fa- 
mine would mend the matter ; and if it is found fo an- 
swer, an act of parliament may be easily introduced to 
ensure a general famine next year, by forbidding any 
land to be cultivated, except what may be necessary for 
the support of the “* better orders!” and then, as ** the 
lower orders” might not be contented with the dlessengs 
of starvation in quiet, the premier might employ more 
Olivers to rouse discontent into madness, and enrapture 
the state with those mighty blessines—famine and civil 
war—as his excellent remedies for the miseries produced 
by peace and plenty! Let the good folks of this coun- 
try only wait a little, and all these things may come 
round in due season. There was a time, when the Ora- 
cle, a sort of preliminary Courier, sang thus merrily— 
** Of wiser heads, or abler hearts, 
Of Fox, nor Pitt, bethink ye :— 


But trust the well-tried truth and parts, 
Of Addington, and Jenky.” 


Meaning most irreverently, by Addington, the gracious 
Lord Sidmouth, who vouched for the morality of 
Oliver, in spite of the proverb of—‘ tell me your com- 
pany, and Vil tell you what you are ;”’—and by Jenky 
—the familiar epithet Jenky—is meant the most puis- 
sant Lord Liverpool, prime minister of Great Britain, 
and most mighty director of Horse Guards, to do that 
which they found ulterly ampossible. Since that period, 
however, the Courter has found out, that these two 
worthies, with a third to complete the ¢riangle, whom 
the editor would then have thought it a great condes- 
cension to notice in any way, are the real oracles of the 
state; and that nature, reason, and the course of things 
ought to bow to their superior capacity. | 
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i was in hepes the Chancellor was becoming more 
clear-sighted, when he recently observed, that some 
folks thought it was a farce to appeal from his 
decisions in Chancery to his decision in the House 
of Lords: but another cloud has got before his eyes, 
which is the more dense, as it is of his own manu- 
facture, and there are none so blind as those who wild 
not see. A ticklish case came before him, on Iriday 
last. Some tenants of the Cooper’s company, who had 
taken leases at higher rents, than the produce of the 
land will allow them to pay, applied to Chancery to re- 
duce their rents to an equitable standard. This instance 
of the Glessings of the Péit system, of which the Chan- — ° 
cellor claims the guardianship, seems to have touched his 
nervous system, blunted as it is by age, and that still 
sreater cause of mental callosity, uninterrupted good 
fortune! The petitioners formerly obtained four pounds 
per ton for potatoes; now they can only obtain one 
pound for the same quantily, while the rent of 108 
acres is £130, and the taxes £170, making a total 
charge of £600. They knew well enough the taxes 
would not be remitted, so they wanted the rents re- 
duced. ‘ No! no!” said the Chancellor—“ that won’t 
“do! Lam a sheep-faurmer myself; and I know that 
‘¢ mutton which sometime since sold for 11d. per pound, 
‘* is now marked up in Long-acre for three-pence-halt- 
‘penny per pound; but I do not think myself entitled 
‘Son that account to call for a reduction of rent!” 1 
will tell thee a secret, my yellew friend. If this Chancel- 
lor had no more profitable sheep to farm than those which 
are covered with wool, and run upon four legs, he 
would think himself entitled to call for a reduction of 
rent, and that more lustily than ever he railed against 
Reform, or bawled in chorus to the praises of the Aea- 
ven-born minister! le a sheep farmer, indeed ! 
Yes, so he is— but his best sheep are fine fat bankrupts, 
one fleece of which is worth the wool of half his four- 
footed flock.! A sheep-dealer! indeed! Aye, aye— 
the best sheep he deals in, want neither pasture, nor 
tending. They run into his folds to be shorn as regu- 
larly as the machine of the system works ;. and, instead 
of paying vent for their pasturage, they are obliged to 
pav heavily fer leave to starve in some of his stone por 
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folds, where not a blade of grass could be detected by the 
sharpest appetite. If he farmed only natural sheep, he 
would not like to sell mutton at three-pence halfpenny 
per pound ; but his legal sheep are profitable animals, 
and render it unnecessary for him to grumble at the 
price of rents, after an accumulation of nearly a million 
of money! in times when prices were dear, he said he 
had never heard of farmers paying more than the suipu- 
lated rents. I dare say he never ‘did ; but did he never 
hear of raising rents when prices w ere dear. This was 
a side of the question that would not bear a glance. 
The good C ramiguid knows the rental of the 
landlord has been nearly doubled within the last 
thirty year’s, on seen of the high prices ;—but then 
this also involy es another matler, which will not bear the 
light. The late King had the ceived list, that is, the salaries 
of the royal family, encreased nore ihan once, on ac- 
count of high prices. ‘Th- salaries of the different public 
officers have been encreased, on the same ground—the 
ministers, the judges, have all been benefitted in this way 
and if rents are to be reduced because prices are low, the 
civil list, and all their encreased salaries, should be reduc- 
eé also on the same account. Now, though a simple 
clerk may be curtailed —_— itis a shocking inno- 
vation to reduce Aigh salaries !—A herefore it is wiser nol 
to look that eray! The Choncallor observed it was “a 
very boldpitition ” and I dare say he thought it so! for 
it must seem slrange to any man who has so much reason 
io be content as the Lord ¢ ‘hancellor, that any body cain 
be found to grumble at any thing in this land of law! 
The Chancellor cares not! ung for the price of mutton, 
not he. ft isalonge while sinee he was obliged lo measure 
ihe wants of his stomach by the contents of his pockets ; 
and he has probably forgotten that there are thousands 
-~ are obliged to continue the practice. The Chan- 
sehor is the most conscientious man in the kingdom. I 
ver ily think ihat he bedi eves al he 
jes of his sys 
he talks about 
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lived. T must, however, leave him at present, to his 
sheep, shear. and eat, his ‘mutton at his leisure. 
Thy friend and well wisher " 
THE BLACK DWARF. 

P.S. PE have just heard that Sir Charles Wolseley, on 
his road through Birmingham to Wolseley Park, was 
discovered by the populace, and drawn ‘through the 
town amid te acclamations of the multitude. This re- 
ceplion shews they have not forgotten their degislutorial 
attorney—and it shews further, that the spirit of Reform 
is not quile extinct in the bosoms of the multitude—that 
they think as intensely as ever on their borough thral- 
dom—that they are as impatient to be delivered from its 
pernicious bondage—and that opportunity alone is 
wanted for them to express What they feel, and to act as 
Englishmen ought to act,in the recovery of their liberty. 
The enemies of reform were also galled by the perception, 
that the mullitude had not for gotten those of their towns- 
men who Were immured in prisons, for having been zea- 
lous in the pursuit of the public cause. The air resounded 
with cheers to the memory of the captives; as Sir Charles 
was conducted in triumph through the town by which he 
had been unanimously selected as the guardian of its 
rights, and the representative of its interests, by the 
larvest number of individuals ever collected in one og 
to exercis® the elective franchise. Upon this subject, | 


intend to address a letter to my Birmingham Friends, in 
the following number. 


A 





mm 


THE PREROGATIVES OF THE CROWN, PRIVILEGEs 
OF PARLIAMENT, AND RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 
—— 

These three grand provisions of the British Constitutioi: 
form its consolidated and sole st: ibility. ‘They are three pill ars 
each of which borrows strength from the other two, and e ach 
two of which require the auxiliary support of the third. So 
far, the Prerovatives of the Crown, Privileges of Parhament 
and Rights of the People, are compatable in their pow - r, and 
equal in their importance 5 : but viewed in their own identica! 
and er characters, they materially vary in thet degree 01 
weight auc digity : = first are put ihe reservoir of the pul 
lic authori ty, and the second, but the watelnaiard over the ex- 
ercise of that au aie - but the latter, as the great and funda- 
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mental objects of the creation and maintenance Of the former 
lwo, are as superior to them, as the King is superior to his 
political advisers, who owe their ofhctal existence to his conve 
nience and occasion for their services. The popular rights are 
inherent and mmpresesiptivie ; and neither the royal prerogatives, 
nor senatorial privileges, are of any value, or have a sing le 
foundation or pretension, but as they are subservient to the 
public good. ‘This principle comprises the spirit and essence of 
British “politics, as contra-distinguished from the base and 
degrading doctrine of arbitrary rule. In England, there. 
fore, constitution: ally speaking, the government was made 
for the people, not the people for the government: and 
again, constitutionally speaking, it was not made for, but by 
the people. They, and the y only, are the source of a/l power ; 
and the authority they obey, is no Otherwise legitimate, than 
as itis of their own creating, and continues to subsist by their 
own permission. This position, though, in darker times it might 
be speciously disputed, was completely set at rest, when the 
present reigning family was invited to our throne, to the eter- 
nal ejectment, and dis- comliture of an established dyn: isty. 

With respect to the question of right in the English people, to 
diseard one King, and elect another, it would matter very 
fittle on what account they dismissed the Stuarts—by what ill. 
policy that unfortunate race contrived to disinherit itself; but as 
our eye to their conduct will serve to clucidate the more art- 
ful manage- ment of existing power, it 1s of consequence that 
it should be kept in view. lf the errors of the dethroned tyrants 
have been vegucdedl by the Ministers of later Kings, only as 
warnings to shift the ground of their official i invasions, or vary 
the forms of their attacks ; to prefer tty: to open assaults: 
10 conciliate, not oppose the Parliament; to substitute cor- 
ruption for violence; and win their way, by vielding to the 
fide; if this has been the use they have made ‘of the unhappy 
examples of former reigns, it Is of importance that we, like our 
enemies, should not lose sight of the policy of former Ministers ; 
in order that, by comparing it with that of the preseut, we 
may gain a more intimate insight into the nature and play of 
their subtilty ; and, by consequence, be better able to counteract 
their machinations. 

If the comparative light and spirit of our own times are such, 
that we view with scorn and pity the easy submission of ou: 
forefathers, the improved cunning of the cabinet ke eeps pace 
with our own advanced illumination ; and substituting fraud fos 
force, cheats us of our iberties, with all the suavilv of protect- 
ing friendship, and all the graceful ease of fair-deating, Not 
employing their own torce, Ministers are no longer in diead of 
that of the people; and the tormer question of power between 











THE BLACK DWARP. 723 


the executive and the public, dissolving into a tranguil con- 
test, the balancing weight of the Upper Senate House is lost. 
Stationed as a bulwark between the crown and the kingdom, 

the Peers are well qualified to check the boisterous encroach- 
ments of either of the others; and in such a state of things, re- 
card to their own safety would be a sufficient inducement to 
their constitutional interfereyce: but by the methods now 
resorted to, the salutary provision of their power is evaded. 
Neither in the upper nor lower assembly do ministers attempt 
to carry their measures by threats, or the imposition of awe, 

experience has opened to them an easier practice ; and if 
the people are content to be beguiled, it is not precisely the 
province of the Lords to open the eyes of their understanding, 

Their quietude under their unconstitutional privations is per- 
haps, justly regarded as a wilful surrender of: their rights. We 
are far from saying, that it would not be an act of public vir- 
tue in the upper house of Parlament, to awaken the good 
sense of the community, by opposing every bill of the Commons 
carrymg with it an infringement of the public freedom; but 
itis not their bounden duty to interfere with the funtions of 
the third estate, nor to know that that assembly consists of any 
thing but the representatives of the people. While the people 
themselves permit ihe resolutions of the Commons to go up to 
the Lords, as the resolutions of those whose delegates those 
Commons are not, it is justifiable in: the Lords to receive them 
as the resolutions of the people themselves, and to conclude 
that in passing them, they forward the wishes of the nation. 
The people therefore, in the present state of things, labour under 
three important disadvantages: firstly, they are, properly speak - 

ing, unrepresented ; secondly, a majority of the Commons are 
at the beck of the minister; and thirdly, the Lords are willing to 
acquiesce in the sentiments of the Commons, as the supposed 
sentiments of their supposed constituents, But even this tripli- 
cate injustice would be more tolerable, did the prerogative of the 
Crown interpose between the abuse and the sufferers. By such 
a Parliament, the will of the country could never be expressed ; 

but resisted by the patriotism of the sovereign, neither would 
it carry measures directly opposed to the interests and wishes 
of the people. If it effected no good, it would work no 
harm: the part of a foe could not be acted by a pretended 
friend; and Englishinen would escape the most mortifying of 
injuries. 

As the matter now stands, all is in the hands of the ministry. 
The Treasury Bench commands the Commons, the Lords con- 
sider the Commons as the representatives of the nation, and. 
the Ministry again employ the prerogative of the crown, to 
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sanction the acquiescence of the Lords with the votes of then 
own creatures, ‘To state these truths while the Commons are 
sitfing, Is to incur their displeasure ; and then the privilege of 
parliament rises in judgment against the asserter of the facts. 

So that between the privileges of pariiament, and the preroga- 
tives of the crown, the rights cf the people, in effect, shrink 
into ponentities. “To say that the peopleof England are go- 
veined by laws of their own making, is a position that can 
no longer be defended, and that is, indeed, growing obsolete. 
That the laws are not made by them, nor strictly speaking, by 
any representatives of theirs, need not be insisted upon: that 
they are in the hands of a Parliament, and that Parliament in 
the hands of the Administration, is own to every school- boy: 
and nothing is easier of demonstration, than that the free 
Britons are governed by laws one half of which are inflicted 
on them by the tyrannous artifice of a ministerial Junta, whose 
engines of torture are a tribe of boroughmongers, and whose 
devoted victims are a de Huded, or spititless people. 

When the prerogaiives of the Vrown, and the privileges of 
Parliament were exacted as popular blessings, it surely was 
fergotten, that, some day, both might be converted into national! 
pails: that the rig¢hés the y ere meant to guard and uphold, 
might be sacrificed to their combined and overwhelming In- 
cumbrance ; that the peopie might groan under the weight 
of shields more employed to crash, than to protect them. Vio- 
lence bad been awed by spirit and counter-action; and the art 
of ¢orruption was ia ils infancy, How the three estates of King, 
Lords, and Commons could be meited down into ONE, was not 
conceived. The revoiution that banished the Stuarts, was 
supposed to have cured every present, and excluded every 
future grievance; and the people rejoiced in a partial t1; 
ump. The new structure, indubitably, lias many advantages 
over that which it suppianted ; but it is amply susceptible of im- 
provement ; and, some day, zidé be improved;--some day, 
the PREROGATIVES OF THE Crown, and the PRIVILEGES 
OF PARLIAMENT, will become but other names for the safe- 
guar of the PuRLic  Ricurs. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Xx 





The analysis of the ‘ileal in fhe case of the Kine aceinst 


Cartwright, &c. in our next nomber. The Lord Chicf Justice has 
pot acknowle deed this haniliing ta be the genuine offspring of his 
intercourse with Dis learned Brothers; bol sines he guffers himself 
to pass for its rep! ited father, without cont; rdiction. while award oF 
ts pret ‘nsions, he must be held responsihte for tte prrentage and 


lecitimacy. 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. LXXXI. 
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“€ My Masters of Misrule! 1 havea crow to pluck with you.” 
O_p Puay. 


a wre 


910, With the exception of the few that have owed their 
rise to trade, think whether among those families which we 
behold seated on the summit of that eminence which is com- 
posed of power, opulence, and factitious dignity, there can have 
been any who have been raised by any thing better than depre- 
dation,—licensed and irresistible depredation : depredation by 
that swarm of harpies which, in the field of government, have 
ever been fabulous—by the harpy in the shape of the Seldier, 
by the harpy in the shape of the Lawyer, by the harpy in the 
shape of the Placeman, by the harpy in the shape of the Priesy. 
Thus it has surely been with us; think [Spaniards!] whether it 
can have been otherwise with vou; think whether it can have 
been any otherwise with any pure monarchy, with any aristocracy, 
with any mixt monarchy, with any other government than the 
pure representative democracy—the truly matchless aud unpe- 
rishable government—of the American United States. Leave 
then to each individual harpy, the undisturbed possession of 
what he has: leave it to him, on the sole condition of his re- 
maining quiet: but do not equip him for fresh mischiefs, as our 
cock-tighters do their cocks; do not, in addition to the claws 
which be has, arm him with new and iren ones: do not give him 
2 Veto,—a veto upon every constitution that can tend to set 
limits to the plunderage.—Qh yes, my friends, put every thing 
to hazard, rather than fet in the menaced veto; the many-liead- 
ed, the all-devouring, the insatiable monster, worthy successor 
of the Trojan horse. In vain would any one pretend that its 
interest is the same as youys, ‘To be free from arbitrary impri- 
sonment, from forfeiture, from death, from torture,—this, it Is 
true, is their interest not less than yours. ‘True; but then, im 
their own eyes at least, they have to themselves a dearer and 
counter interest, by which this vulgar and common iiterest 1s 
sure to be eclipsed. ‘The security—the blessing which they could 
not hold without leaving you to share it with them—this they 
behold with disdain, this is without value in their eyes. The 
power, the fuciitious dignity by which they are distinguished 
—distinguished from you and above you,—this with them is 
every thing. For his own security then will each of them be 
content to trust to other sources,—to his own good fortune, to 

Vout. VIE. No. 2! 
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Lis own address, to that pro tration betere the footstool of power 
--to that  prostration of understanding ant dowill,’ to which (to 
make every thi ing else sure) he is dete mined there shall be no 
bounds; that ‘ prostration of understanding and will,’ whicl:, 
in so many words, his L ordship of London preaches to us.— 
Sev em y Ke nb ite iin. Letter ty the Spanish Nation Ul dei 
pr oposed House of Lords, 1820. 


Sil. Mercenary and ausillery arins are unprofitable and 
dangerous; and that Prince who founds the duration of his 
Government upon his mercenary forces shall never be firm nor 
secure, for they are divided, ambitious, undisciplined, unfaith 
ful, insolert to their friends, abject to their enemies, without 
fear of God or faith to men; so the ruin of that person whe 
trusts to them 1s no longer protracted than the attempt is deter- 
red. Tn time of peace they divorce you, ia time of war they 
desert you; and the reason is, because it is not love, nor any 
principle of honour that keeps them in the field, but only their 
pay, and that is not a consideration strong enough to prey aut 
with them to die for you. Whilst you have other service to 
employ them in, they are excellent soldiers; but tell them of 
an engagement, and they will either disband betore, or ran 
away in the battle.—Niccolo Machiavelli The Prince 1515. 


—— — + - 


512. But books are still my highest joy. 

These earliest please, and latest cloy. 
Sometimes o’er slistant climes I stray, 

By guides expericnced taught the way ; 
The wouders of each region view 
From frozen Lapland to Pern, 

Zound o’er rough seas aud mountains bare, 
Yet ne’er forsake my clbow ehair, 
Sometimes a fain'd historian’s pen 
Recalls past ages back again; 

Where all Tsee, through ev'ry page, 

Is but how men with senseless rage, 

Fach other rob, destroy, and burn, 

To serve a priest’s, or statesman’s turn ; 
Though loaded with a different aim, 

Yet always asses inuch the same. 
Someinnes | view with much delicht 
Divines their holy game: cocks fight ; 
Here Faith and Works, at varianee sct 
Strive had who shall the viet’ry get ; 
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Presbytery aTiTh| EpPISCOPacy 
Will fivit so lone, it would amaze ve ; 
liere Freewill holds a tierce dispute 
With Reprobation absolute ; 
There Sense kicks Consubstantiation, 
And Reason pecks at Revelation. 
Soaue Jenyns. An Epistle to Lord Lovelace, 1753. 


51%. The many are never freethinkers. The tribe of felons, 

of robbers and murderers, never are: they generally live in 
the common profession, aud die in the common devotion. Where 
reason is most stretched, it can never produce the evils which 
pious craft (particularly ‘absolution and. sacerdotai power) has 
constantly produced. —— It would make a curious, useful, and, 
{ think, easy enquiry, what little good, and what miglhity mischief 
has been in all ages done by bigotry : compared with what little 
harm, and what great cood, are necessarily done by free enqui- 
ry, or, if you will, free-thinking. By the witchcraft of bigotry, 
you see christians set against christians, nation against nation, 
countries enslaved, perseution reigning, communities exhausted 
—sliuglitered or starving,—liberty banished, their cham- 
pions martyred, and a few gloomy tyrants, without bow- 
els, grinding and terrifying all men, without mercy. Freedom 
of opinion would prevent or remove all these tragical curses, 
and is therefore always itself decried or cursed by those who 
do or would inflict them. Let free enquiry take place, what 
a surprising glorious change would appear all over the world, 
and as it were a new creation !—the beauty of liberty, the force 
of truth, captivating every rational beholder, and scattering 
their mortal enemies,—-monks, and delusion, of ev ery deformity, 
tying,—all the contradictory, all the cheats, all the terrors of 
property disappearing, with all the popish trumpery whatsoever, 
~-infallible frailty, a deity of dough, stinking relics, without 
originals, saints without holines s—often Without existence, 
objects of worship created by carpenters, travelling houses, 
sailing millstones, talking stoue, and dancing timber,—-—the in- 
quisition sunk in utter darkness, the inquisitors trembling and 
seeking to Inde themselves in their own late dungeons, the Turks 
laughing at Mahomet, the Catholics at his Holiness, and ov; 
protestant papists at St. Atterbury and St. Land! There are 
no freethinkers in Lapland orthe Uighlands, Savages,who make 
no enquiry, have no scruples. Bigots _ savages I religion, 
and the ready authors of ail miscinef and confaston. ~ Shee 5 
Gordon. indt gendent Whig (4th vol.) 1747. 
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514. So long as thou art ignorant, be not asitamed to leary 
He that. is so fondly modest, as net to acknowledge his own de- 
fects of knowledge, shall in time be se foully impudent as to 
justify his own ignorance. Ignorance is the creates st of all in- 
tirmities; and justified, is the chiefest of all follies — Francis 
Quarles, Enchiridion, 1646, 


515. The reason of man is the only standard of right and 
wrong; it is therefore to him the only criterion of morality, 
and the ovly means by which he can form an idea ofa divinity. 
The sensible chjects of nature exist externally, or independent 
of man ; virtue exists in his actions; but deity oulite only in the 
idea we form of him: we imagine, we believe, but we can never 
prove his existence, We all know and feel that there is muck 
good and much evil in the world; but when we attempt to find 
out how or whence they come, we only bewilder our reason 
without adding to our happiness. The good, men call God, 
and the evil, they call the devil; thus vainly j imagining that they 
have discovered their origin when they have only personific d their 
existence. Ignorance ts ‘the mother of devotion, and the world 
has always worshipped the creatures of its own imagination ; 
for a Deity exists only in the mind of man. The external 
world admits of sensible proof, but the world of spirits admits 
of no proof at all; and the morality of our actions does not in 
any degree depend on our spiritual belief, though men may ima- 
gine themselves actuated by such motives; it is our temporal 
and sensual interests alone which influence our conduct, and on 
the regulation of our interests and passions depends the whole 
of our morality. Reason, theretore, is the only sure guide, 
sanction, and support of nations and of individuals ; and when 
the latter err or do amiss, they must be judged by the general 
sense of mankind, which is thefonly infallible tribunal for ail 
human guilt.-- Vidiam Burder. ~ Materials for Thinking, 
1803. 


616. Twillnot dispute now, whether Princes are exempt from 
the laws of their country ; but of this Tam sure, they owe sub- 
jection to the laws of God and of nature. Nobody, Ho 
power, can exempt them from the obligations of that eternal 
law. Those are so great, and so strong, in the case of pro- 
mises, that omnipotency itself can be tied by them, Grants, 
promises, and oaths, ave bonds that hold the Almighty, whatever 
some flatterers say to Princes of the world, who ten vether, 
with all their people jomed to them, are in comparison ‘ot the 
sreat God, but as a drop of the bucket, or u dust im jthe 
balance, mconsiderable, nethiwg.—Jehkn Locke, Two Treaties 
on Government. 1660, 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





Fiom the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol to the Com- 
mittee of the “ Nottingham Reform Fund,’ and the 
rest of the Partiamentary Reformers in Notting- 
hem. 

(fRIENDS AND FeELLOw- LABOURERS, 

Jt is with sincere pleasure that T insert the pra- 
lifying account of the Recezpts and Disbursements of 
the ** Notlingham Reform Fund.” The zealand energy 
for which Nottingham has been distinguished, in our 

seneral contest for reform, needs not a more important 

characteristic feature, than the promptitude with which 
you have stood forward to shield the injured victims of 
vur common cause. There is no duty more sacred than 
that of shielding and protecting from further harm, those 
of our fellow-soldiers, who are disabled in the battle. 

Neither the joy of triumph, nor the anxiety of defeat, can 

excuse the neglect of our comrades, who are wounded, or 

captive; and yet it is too common for victorious gener als 
to abandon those who no longerserve them, and for retreat- 
ing furces, to desert those to their fate, who have stood in 
the or vap,and earned personal calamity i in covering that re- 

treat, to which those who neglect them perhaps ewe their 
safety . Early in my political career, | perceived the read 
cause of all ihe failure, and much of the censure, that ac- 
companied the eause of reform :—and | altempted, not 
entirely in vain, to remove this cause. The public were 
continually incited by some one, or other, leader, to 
move onward in the demand of public rights. But, as 
often as this call was obeyed, the leaders shrunk from 
the front of the battle, and left those whose zeal, courage, 
or honesty, forbade them to abandon their posts to encoun- 
ter all the ‘danger of the field, and bear the full-weight of 
the hostility of the public enemies. So exposed bo 
certain danger, they were meanly left to bear their fate, 
if not unpitied, at least weprotected. If any fortunate 
circumstance redeemed them from the apparent peri, 
they were Joudly praised, and loaded with perhaps un- 
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necessary advantages~-but were the clianees disastrous 

~-were they overpowered, and bound hand and foot, 
torn from their families and thrown into prisons, 
there was rarely found any to comfort, or any to re- 
lieve. The sigh was unheard, the tear unseen, 
the anguish unfelt. Enclosed within living sepul- 
chres, with scarcely room to breathe the tainted 
air, and exposed to ail that unmitigated anguish, which 
results from an anxiety about the fate of those that are 
held most dear to every manly heart—the victims of the 
public cause were left unheeded by the public. Those 
whose loud vauntings, and energetic appeals, had elicited 
the flame of patriotism in their bosoms, were calmly 
waiting in their sumptuous halls, for the period when the 
storm should subside, and they might assume the sport te 
them of whistling for the wind !—from the effects of which 
they could again as easily retreat, when the fury they 
had invoked became too mighty for their puny fears: and , 
instead of flattering their vanity, began to make a seri- 

ous demand upon their courage, and their integrity. 
The lamentable injustice of this conduct, suggested to 
me the necessity of endeavouring to remedy the evil, by 
the establishment of a common fund, from which a 
degree of protection might be afforded to those, who in 
the eye of reason, and our ancient laws, had not becn 
guilty of any crime, and were yet condemned to endure 
the punishment of guilt. No idea of rezrard—no idex 
of éndeimnijication—entered into my mind. The 
virtuous combatants for Parliamentary Reform, would 
have disdained a reward for thedischarge of their duty ; 
and indemnitication for theloss of liberty, for the conse- 
qeenees of unwholesome comineme:t, and family ruin, 
was cvidently impossibic, But it was both posszdle and 
sued, to cheer the dungesns cf our suffering brethren. 
it was both yossthée and jus’, to let them feel that their 
sufferings were appreciaicd, and their sorrows an object of 
sympathy with the puolic in whose cause they had been 
intared. The knowledge that they had not suffered in 


vain, that public apprebation followed them to theircells, 


that them families did not want bread. and that them- 
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the ir due—their absolute right—from those who had 
urged them on their path, and applauded the exertions 
which had endangered them. Private friendship, while 
the victims were few, supplied theneglect of public dut 

—but since the memorable seizures of 1816- ae an 
the mission of the blood-hound Oliver, who was sent to 
sow the treason, that a bloody harvest might be rcaped— 
the victims have been too numerous for “private friend- 
ship to assist—and {have laboured most assiduously 
in the endeavour to call the million of Reform- 
ers to the due discharge of an imperious, nay, 
even a religious duty. But circumstances having 
placed me within the possibility of bemg suspected of 
personal motives for my exertions, I was compelled, from 
a due sense of respect to myself, to suspend any per- 
sonal entreaties, and to leave the goad sense, and moral 


justice of the Reformers to proceed i in the course which 


reason, and principle, pointed out. Several Societies 
have been furmed ; and much misery has been alleviated, 
by the interest which they have taken in the fate of the 
imprisoned Reformers. But, in no instance, that has 
yet reached my knowledge, have the principles been so 
completely, and so usefuliy adopted, as by the Reformers 
of Nottingham. The regularity, organization, and zeal 
of the parties, have done infinitely more than could have 
been expected; and show what UNION and PERSEVE- 
RANCE can accomplish, when directed to important ob- 
jects, with corresponding ability. For the year begin- 
ning with November 12, 1820, to the 12th of Novem- 
ber, 1821, I perceive you have collected the sum of 
931. 15s. Ad.; by regular subscriptions among yourselves ; 
and of this sum, 84l. 17s. 6d. has been actually devoted 
to cheer the dungeons of your fellow-reformers, and the 
desolate hearths of their injured families ; and this has 
not been accomplished by the large donations of the 
wealthy, but by the gradual accumulation of the contri- 
butions of the industrious! Ah! my friends!—did you 
but know how eagerly the captive welcomes even the 
remembrance of those from whose society he is unjustly 
snatched—how the monotony of hisdull prison hoursis re- 
lieved, by the intelligence that he is not entirely forgot- 
ten—how his feelings are roused, and his nerves strun 
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for fresh endurance, when he is led to hepe he may again 
mingle with the throng, again press forward in the cause 
of Reform, again feel himself, in power, as well as in 
form, a man,—did ye but witness the throbbing of his 
heart, when he learns that those who should be depen- 
dent on his care, are not entirely abandoned, because his 
arm can protect—his bosom shelter them no longer— 
you would feel—nay, without practically knowing this— 
you do feel—that every mite that dispels a single fear for 
his family, in the bosom of a suffering brother, every 
mite that lightens his heart, every mite that contributes 
to his comfort, is more blest of Heaven, and deserving 
of more respect on earth, than all the gems that ever 
glittered in all the Crowns of all the tyrants that have 
burthened creation with the magnificence extracted from 
its wretchedness. 1 have no hesitation in saying that 
this sum has been the means of assisting more real worth, 
and of dispelling more actual misery, than as many thou- 
sands devoted to swell the ranks of party, or to display 
the ostentation of the givers. Were the same means 
taken in évery town, to assist the cause of Reform, by 
the protection of its foremost advocates, it would speedily 
advance with astonishing celerity. The great object of 
penal laws against the march of reason, is to deter the 
multitude from thinking freely, and speaking honestly. 
Jt is for this that individuals are punished, rather than 
with any hope of intimidating, or converting them. 
They cannot have the light of reason extinguished, by 
withdrawing them from the light of the sun. Their pu- 
nishments only confirm them the more strongly in their 
creeds, and raise their attachment to freedom to en- 
creased enthusiasm. Liberty never appears in brighter 
hues, than through the grated portals of the repulsive 
dungcon. Imagination has then free scope to deck the 
yoddess with ten thousand times the number of her usual 
charms ; and, it is certain, that no man was ever convert- 
ed to the creed of tyranny, in the confinement of itsdun- 
geons. Upon this principle, it isin the power of the 
Reformers to erect an important barrier against persecu- 
lion. Let it but be seen, that to sérike is not to crush 
the Reformer. Let but the weakest of our party be 


found mailed in the strength of all:—Let us but adop 
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the true principle of UNIon, as expressed. by the Grecian 
sage, when he said, “ that was the best form of govern- 

“ ment, in Which a wrong done to the lowest individual, 

‘ was considered as an injury to the whole ;’—and we 
shall be invincible. The first care, the first duty, is to 
assist those who cannot assist themsely es ; and any thing 
which tends to impede the discharge of this duty, is de- 
trimental to the cause of Reform, and injurious to the 
character of its advocates. I have no knowledge of the 
facts alluded to, in the private letter addressed to me ; 
but no man would regret more than Mr. Hunt, that any 
new exertion should be detrimental to the interests of his 
indigent fellow-sufferers. The NorTHern UNIown is 
certainly not intended to interfere with the relief of 
the necessities of the incarcerated; and it would not 
be pleasing to him that any one duty was neglected, in 
the pursuit of another. And it is to be trusted, that the 
example set by the Reformers of Nottingham, (and Tam 
happy to say, now followed by the Reformers of Bir- 
mingham) will be imitated throughout the kingdom ; 
when this Union will enable them at the same time, to 
protect those who have been taken captive, and to equip 
those who are preparing for the ensuing charge. This 
last week restored Sir Charles Wolseley to the active 
ranks of the Reformers. The present week will give 
back from their dungeons, Mr. Brandis and Mr. Osborne. 
Several more will burst their fetters with the ensuing 
spring, and thus the funds will become disposeable to 
such other purposes as the contributors may think fit to 
direct their application. 

It will not be thought that I have dwelt too long upon 
a subject so truly inter esting ; and yet nothing but its 
deep interest could have induced me to have entered upon 
it. I am aware of the misrepresentation which my 
touching a subject so delicate may occasion—but feeling 
it a duty, I have discharged it, faithfully and disinterest 
edly: and with the highest respect for your ardent sym- 
pathy with the sufferings, and prompt relicf of the ne- 
cessities of others, l remain, 

Y our fellow-labourer in the soo cause, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 
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NOTTINGHAM PERMANENT SUBSCRIPTION FUND, 
FOR THE RELIEF OF PERSECUTED FRIENDS OF REFORM. 
Kstablished November, 1820. 

Abstract of the Accounts ses Tth May, to 12th Nov. 182b. 


ss 











ix RC KIPTS 
2s & 
Ralance in hand 7th May ‘ 11) 5 
SUBSCRIPTIONS . 
from the Wardle’s Hend 5 6 8 
trom the Golden Fleece a ae | 
from the Eclipse 213 5 
from the Sir I rancis Burde it 2 4 O 
from the Duke of York 2 2 O88 
trom the Union Room ; iil 
from the Dolphin 130 5 
from the Cross Keys, Byard lane 110 O 
froin the Newton’s Head * i €&¢ 
trom the Fox and Hounds QO 14 114 
trom the Horse and Trumpet ' 0 6 O 
from District No 4 i118 §8 
from do Noj | 015 O 
fron do Nos :a7 3 
from do No 14 , 010 0 
from Derby , 1 2 0 
Donations received by the Sec retary 3 9 6 
£34 83 10 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
£ s. d 
HEMITVANCES. 

to Cold Bath Fields 10 0 O 
Oakham Gaol 8 0 0 

to Lancaster Casile 8 0 0 

to Stockport for Mrs. S. i 0 0 
Presented to Mr. H. on his liberation 4 7 6 
Rent of Committee Room 1 0 90 
Reports printing 016 O 
Postage of Remittances and of Acknowledgments 10 4 
£34 310 


nee me eae 


ee 





* Exclusive of the amount here subscribed, the company at the 
Newton’s Head have, during upwards of eighteen mouths, allowed 
half-a-crown a week toa person confined in our CouutyGaol. 
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Summary of the Accounts for the Year ending 12th November, 182} 


RECKIPTS. 


SU B>CRIPTIONS & S&S Gy 
received in Nottingham ; 60 16 5 
in Arnold : : 0 6ILE 
In Calverton : 0 7 O 
in Loughborough 27 6 
in Derby . 6 2 0 

Donations received by the Seeretary , 2315 6 


£93 15 4 


DISBURSEMENTS. 








© we de 
Relief afforded i ‘ 5 1% 
Printing and Stationery ; - 218 6 
Rent of Committee Room ‘oe @ 
Posteges of Remittances and of Acknolwedg Su 
ments ° | 819 4 
£3915 4 


The Committee have great pleasure in jaying before the Sub- 
scribers and contributers of this Fund, the present Abstract and 
Summary ; and, in congratulating the friends of this Institution on 
the steady support it has hitherto received, they earnestly and 
respectfully entreat them not to relax their henevolent exertions 
in behalf of the dungeoned victims, whose sclitudes to cheer, and 
whose sufferings to milig ate, by such expressions of sympathy, 
is a duly not more to the unfi-! te individuals themselves, than 
to our Own character as sineet: .cd consistent friends of Partia- 
mentary Reform. 

Commitice Room, Now. 12, i821, 


Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 


JAMES MORTIMER, MOSES COLCLOUGH, 

THOMAS BROOKS, WILLIAM KIRK, 

JOSHUA DOUBLEDAY, JOHN WYNN 
— 


*,* From a sense of delicacy to the persons relieved, their names 
are omitted in the above Abstract. Any subscriber or contributor, 


who wishes for more particular information, may apply te apy of 
the above deputies. 
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LIBEL LAW! 


—— 


| have given my readers some pretty specimens of /ihe/ 
daw im general; but the following aecount, from my 
friend Mr. Jackson of Hull, who was indicted for a 
libel on the Commissioners of Taxes in that town, on an 
eceasion in’ Which they had ——— money from him. 
which the Treasury ordered to be returned, displays 
some features of this wayward favourite of lawyers arr 


judyes, ofa more rrhimsical nature, than I had supposed 


helonved to it. It can gran sometimes, without Sting ; 


but it cannot help threatening,even where it is impotent. 
ile writes as follows :— 


“ They had appointed a special set to try me at York, last 
assizes; but only fore of them appeared for the purpose; and 
tiat, perhaps, may be one reason why they did not like to pro- 
ceed in the trial. Mr. Scarlett made a very curious speech 
The prosecutors and prosecuted, according to it, were both de- 

fendants. His cluef object seemed to be to defe nd the Com- 
missioners ; and when he had glossed over their conduct, as well 
as he could, he then seemed inclined to defend me, by stating 
that the paper had evidently been written with an ‘an angry 
feeling; but he would not impute to me any thing further than 
that, whieh was, in fact, denying the charge of ‘malicivus, 
Ke. stated j in the indictment. ft secmed curious too, that they 


should enter into the business without calling for the defendant. 


L went, uninvited, among the wigs and gowns, threw my radical 
hai on the table, and sfeess laid my papers on it. They indulged 
me with the cross-examination of the first witness for the prose- 
cution, Which so far satisfied the Judge, that he immediately 


said (looking towards the Counsel) that it was a case which 
could not be further proceeded in, 


But how was it to be ter- 
minated ? 


Scarlett, Hallock, and Tindall, for the prosecution, 
could not urge a jlaw in the indictment, and I would not. Here 


we were curiously fixed. Counsellor Williams volunteered his 
services, and discovered some little inaccuracy in the indictment ; 
but J spoilt the force of his observations by exclaiming aloud, 
‘Oh! that’s a trifle ; let them proceed ’—and it was liberally 
coméJded to me, that it was not of suflicient weight to set aside 
the indictment. So they passed on, till they came to ‘Wan. Hall,’ 

in my paper, and it stood in the indictment’ William Hall.’ 

Here Williams exclaimed, in a triumphant tone,‘ I contend that 


Win. does not necessarily imply William—it might mean Wid- 


braham Vail, for aught we know,’ This could not be got over 


—tke indictment was quashed, and the jury ordered to find 2 
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verdict of acquittal. What followed was equajly curious. One 
of the Counsel charged me not to publish an account of the 
trial: for if Tdid, 1 should certainly be prosecuted !” 

I have before heard of a judge forbidding the publica- 
jion of judicial proceedings, before they were ended ; and 
there appears little reason, or law, for this; as Mr. 
Clement very properly refused to appear to be committed 
or to pay the fine imposed for the publication of Thistle- 
wood’s Trial, before the whole matter was ended. Te, 
the judge, never got the money—and as | conclude he 
was unable to compel the payment, and might have saved 
Aimself the troubte of inilictine the fine! But now it 


seems a “ simple” counsel can “forbid the publication of 


judicial proceedings, when they are ended!—and_ the 


forbidding, when addressed to such men as Mr. Jackson, 


would be to as much purpose, as Glendower’s calling 
spirils from the vasty deep. 





GHOST OF THE BIRMINGITAM PITT CLUB. 
sniunitgiitieted 

The inhabitants of Birmingham have been much sur- 
prized al a paragraph in the papers of that town, which 
promises the appearance of the Pilt Club, at their usual 
dinner-hour, notwithstanding the notorious register of 
its death, and burial, after many unequivocal signs of 
absolute pulrefaction, on many of their limbs! This 
horrid promise of raising dead and putrified bodies, from 
the grave, at so recent a period after decease, and when 
the process of dissolulion is most offensive, has alarmed 
many good sort of people, who really fear it is the ma- 
levolent purpose of those who propose this congregation, 
io creale a pestilence in the town; and thus avenge the 
nevlect of the sable agent of dev astation and slauchter, 
under whose banners they were wont to assemble, (like 
carrion exulting at the prospect of a battle, that they 
might have plenty of bones to pick) by a ceneral desola- 
tion of the town! As Jone- -raising is the fashion, (the 
Duke of Y—— having been head resurrection-man to 
the bones of Andre) it is supposed that the very bones of 
Mr. Pitt will be raised from their sepulchre, for the pur- 
pose of being that day placed tn the chair! and, as his 
dissolution took place some years ago, it is really pro- 
bable, that he would be the least offensive representative 
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of vitality in the reom! Perhaps, old larry Dundas 
may be roused also from his trance, to sustain, as Vice 
President, the reputation of the Pitt Clubs’. The de- 
coralions and furniture of the table ought to be in cha- 
racter! ‘The Reformers slaughtered at St. Peter’s field, 
and the bodies of [Loney and Francis, would gaily fur- 
nish out the convivial board! The wine should be pledg- 
wd in bumpers from the skulls of those who have fallen 
in the © glorious wars” of the ** heaven-born minister.” 
The waiters sbould be all Aangmen, or spres, or Yeo- 
manry Cavalry ; and for an appropriate host, Old Nick 
might apply for a special iicence for the occasion. If 
this dandtord should chance to be in a good humour, he 


might parody the Devil’s Address to the Sun, in Milton, 
and insert— 


of 





——~ thy name, 
‘** Reform, to tell thee they so hate thy beams! 
‘oShat not the grave can bind their enmity.” 


POLITICAL PERSECUTION. 











I cannot resist the temptation of printing the following 
extract from the letter of a country correspondent. It 
exhibits the weakness of intellect, and the dittleness of 
inind, of the mere drivelling tools of the system in so 
striking a light, that ‘S he who runs may read,” in their 
fears, and their officious meddling, how little Reform has 
to apprehend from their hostility, when they are looked 
steadily it the face, as they were by my correspondent 
and his friends.*—‘* We are situated in the midst of tory 
** landlords, and tory priests. They have laboured long 
‘* to destroy a very few of us. A near neighbour lost a 
“* Jarge farm, last May, for his manly conduct in the 
cause of Reform; and to-morrow I have to meet his 
enraged landlord, with his minions, to arbitrate for 
over stocking and dclapidations (as they state), com- 
mitted on the farm. The landlord threatened to enter 
a law-suit against him, but, knowing what he had to 
bring against him, was frivolous, he durst not risque 
a trial ; though he well knew how easy it was to pack 


- 
6 
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* Ltake this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of the 
‘Cewe cheese,” tu avoid the gilt of the postage of a letter to the 
boroughinongers. J have omitted some names, as not being ex- 
pressly authorized to publish them. 
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‘* his special jury, from bending landlords and upstart 
‘* esquires. Many of them in this county are as igno- 
*¢ rant as the horses they ride. This said landlord, in 
* the year§L817, had a friend and myself before him, for 
“ having one of Mr. Hone’s parodies in his possession. 
“He threatened him with ¢mprisonment ; it being in 
“his mind a blasphemous publication, he would have 
“<a red hot iron through his tongue, and B burnt on 
“his right cheek. All this work was for our taking in 
* your, and Mr. Cobbett’s publications, with works of 
“the kind. He succeeded in frightening a few, but we 
‘* stood boldly forward ; and he now pays us some com- 
‘“‘ pliments ; but those are from fear, and interested mo- 
“‘ tives. Weare, in the same way, preached down on 
‘““ the Sundays, by a set of servile priests, who are 
‘* linked to the Car of State—who, with the magistrates 
‘‘ have supplied Lord Sidmouth with some matters from 
‘ this wild country, near the Cheviot Hills ; which was 
‘* taken notice of in the House of Commons by the Hon. 
“* G. Bennett. This all originated in finding the parody 


“ of Mr. Hone, which alarmed all the old wives in the 
* country.” 





el 


TO THE EDITOR. 


Runnymede, Nov. 12th, 1821. 
PROTHER RADICALS! 

From an intimacy with Sir Freeman Stedfast, K. D. 
(Knight of Defence,) who, in the Herald’s college of the Censti- 
tution, holds the office and title of ‘ Shieldspear, Chief at Arms,’ 
Jam enabled to emblazon the armorial bearing on the shield of 
the patriotic UNION, whose “‘ Deciaration of Principles which 
are dcemed incontrovertible,” adorned with that shie/d, is pub- 
lished by Dolby, at the act of parliament price of SIXPENCE, 
containing six copies of that Declaration. 

This illustration is at your service, as follows :---The classic 
cap, well-known symbol of liberty, occupies the centre of the 
shield, ou whose ample verge are embossed twelve bright stars, 
typical of a JURY. Each star has five principal rays or points, 
as emblematical of the English constitution, which has been de- 
monstrated to consist of five parts, respeetively denoting the 
vital spirit of the national polity, and the solid substance of the 
body-politic; namely, Ist, its intellectual principles, being 
those on which political liberty must ever depend: 2dly, its 
militia, for self-preservation by a resistless physical force: 3dly, 
its parliament, for constitutional legislation: 4thly, its magis~ 
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tracy, for transacting business : Sthly, and lastly, its jury trial, 
for the application of law accor ding to the constitution; while 
in the first part we see the so al of ‘the system, the four which 
tullow constitute, as already intimated, the body-politic of the 
state; in strict propriety, entitled the government, kn the 
slang of the servile, the Lords Londonderry, Sidmouth, anc 
L irerpool are, forsooth, called our government / 

It being observable, that one ray of each encircling star 
points exac ctly to the centre, we here discern a lype of the duty 
of JURYMEN, whose verdicts ought ever to point to the pre- 
servation of that “ political liberty,” which is “the end and 
scope of the constitution.”— (Blackstone, T. 6.) 

As a farther illustration of this comprehensive svinbol, it is to 
be observed, that, as truth is the light of the mind, and as 
every JURYMAN is presumed to have his mind imbued with 
a love, and illumined with a knowledge, of the constitution, so, 
assigning to each star a suitable letter, we find that diwelve will 
compose the word, L[LLUMINATION. 

Let us, therefore, in the concluding sentiment of the decla- 
ration, exelaim— 

Britons unite! your arms, bold troth’s 
All-conquering spear; juries, unpacked, 
Your adamantine twelve-fold shied, 
The glory of your far-famed land! 


PITZWILLIAM. 





THE WHIGS ON THE ASSES’ TALL OF THE 


MOCK JOIIN BULL 





“ The professions of justice and impartiality made by the Whig 
Radicals are false, and though they will strain every nerve to usc 
their inferiors, they are tou provuD, to be associated with them.” 
Ride, John Bull, 28th October. 


Sir,—I tind the above quoted passage in the John Bull, 
in the article under the head “ Messrs. Watson and UCambton.” 
I fear there is too much truth in it; andithat the Whig-Radi- 
cals, as Bull calls them, have themselves solely to blaine, that 
their opponents are thus enabled to deal out daily and weekly 
measures of abuse and scurrility against their principles and 
conduct, public and private. Had the Whigs been as earnest 
in their opposition to the principles of the present Ministers, 
as the ministers bave been in earnest to keep their places, suc h 
men as Liverpoo!, Eldon, Sidmouth, Castlereagh, Huskisson, 
and Canning would, long since, have sunk into their original 
Insigniticence ; and the country been freed, from the disgrace 
inflicted upon it, by then odious and pernicious measures. But 
the truth is, that the HAigs lave not “ap active talent of then 
opponents; and they are feo proud, as Bull says, or tor 














THE BLACK DWARE. 741 


foolish, to act with those, whose assistance would, long since, 
have rendered their triumph complete. How would the Whigs 
have been disgraced by fighting their opponents, with weapons 
sunilar to their own; and in their own mode of warfare? Have 
they not seen that wherever extraordinary talents and activity 
have evinced themselves on the government side of politics, that 
they have invariably been fostered and patronised? And is it 
not notorious, that all the men distinguished for talent and ac- 
tivity inthe present administration, are either mediately, or im- 
mediately, sprung fromthe dower orders? Liverpool’s father, 
old Jenkinson, commenced his career as a hack-writer, under 
Lord North’s administration. Eldon, alias John Scott, alias 
Jack Scott, as his wife used to call bim, was born in Love-lane, 
Newcastle :—a lane that could vie with any part of Wapping 
for dirt and filth, and poverty; and his father was a coal-fitter. 
Sidmouth, is the son of a country apothecary at Reading; and 
his fathers name was Addington. By the way, how comes it 
that that impartial censor morum, John Bull, does not asso- 
crate Lord Sidmouth, with Mr. Humes, in the disgrace at- 
tached to the recollection of the gally-pots and pill-boxes ? 
Castlereagh is said to be the grandson of a Scotch Pedlar ; 
aud, which is still worse, if report says true, not of the best re- 
putation. Huskisson fs of low parentage ; and he himself was a 
clerk, and is an apostate jacobin. Canning, all the world 
knows, is — ——— ;—and the hectoring blade, wants 
to bolster up a fictitious reputation for courage, to supply the 
place of his imputed lack of character for political honesty. 
Yet these are the men, who stigmatize, and vilify, the dower 
orders, These are the men, who lead the way, in the ‘ cry of 
havoc; and let slip the dogs of war,’ against the People! 
And these are the men on whose shoulders the boroughmon- 
gers, with all their pride and insolence, have not disdained to 
place the weight of the goverument of this great nation. And 
the Whigs well know, that without the co-operatioa and assis- 
lance of these men, the. system of measures which they have 
pursued, could not be carried on a single day. They however, 
are too fastidious to associate, and co-operate with men, equal 
in birth, and talent, to those under whose controul, they must 
submit themselves; and the insults and reproaches, of whose 
underlings, they must be content to bear. The Whigs have 
stood aloof from every man who could have rendered eftec- 
tual assistance to their opposition, against the system of cor- 
yuption and misrule, whose origin and situation in life, did not 
exactly square, with their standard of dignity: or, whose poli- 
tical sentiments had any supposable shade of difference from 
their own. Even that excellent patriot, Burdett, has been 
treated by the Whigs, with every species of calumnious misre- 
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prescutation and studied neglect; and, either from envy of his 
talents, or fear of his principles, or both, they have suffered 
him for the last twenty years to fight the real battles of the 
people against corruption, and the encroachments of power, 
single-handed. The dread of losing their estates, however, by 
the bugbears of reform and revolution, so dexterously played off 
by their opponents, to scare the Whigs “from their propriety 5” 
bas been at the bottom of all their conduct. Some of the more 
distinguished among them, actually joined the ministers in 
their panic fears; and the rest were so awed into a timid and 
feeble opposition to the measures of government, as rather to 
serve than injure the cause of their political opponents. And 
thus between their pride anid their fears, the Whigs have suf- 
fered the affairs of their country to goto wreck ; anda scene of 
wretchedness and misery to overspread the country; such as no 
age or nation ever betore witnessed or experienced,and such as no 
tongue or pen can adequately describe. Had the Whigs, instead 
of their dastardly, half measured policy, taken their stand upon 
the rock of A REFORM IN THE REPRESENTATION OF THE 
CoMMON3 House; and taken to their standard every man 
of fair character, capable and willing to assist their efforts 
against the hosts of corruption, the powers of Hell could not 
have prevailed against them. They must have been finally 
victorious. But vow the mischiefs, which it was once in their 
power to mitigate or prevent, are far beyond the reach of cure, 
by any medicines which the Whig-policy, even at this day, has 
tle courage to prescribe. Besides, the Hhig:s, as a party, have 
bow no political consequence. They have neither the senti- 
iments, nor the ailections of the people with them; and without 
these they ought to know, that against their opponents, they 
must remain powerless, ad eternum. They are ever treated 
by the administration, with as little ceremony and respect as 
the meanest of the Radicals. On every occasion that presents 
they are made to feel the weight of official vengeance :—or to 
exhibit to the country the impotent spectacle of the political 
efforts of the WHIG RADICALS, as they are called by the tools 
of power. For this latter purpose, the Shackles, the Coopsrs, 
and the Heavers,—the mere cat’s-paws of the John Bull firm, 
of literary conspirators and assassins, are let loose ; armed with 
every species of disgusting scurrility, and vulgar abuse, to worry 
the pride, and mortify the disappointment, of the Whigs—till 
one could really find a corner in one’s heart, for pity of their 
situation, did we not despise their weakness. ‘The Whigs, 
however, bave not saved their estates, by their political drivel- 
ling. The ministerial tools tell them, that they are pawned, as 
a security for the payment of the debt called national. It be- 
hoves them, therefore, to look to it; and te stir for themselves, 
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if they are too selfish to stir for their country. Let them re- 
trace their steps, so far as that may be practicable. At all 
events, let them recruit and ie model their broken phalanx, and 
place i in it such men, and such men only, as are not only willing, 
but able, to combat the enemies of geueral liberty and hap- 
Piness. It is by earnest, constant, and well-directed efforts alone, 
to obtain A THOROUGH REFORM OF THE COMMONS Houss, 
which involves every thing else, that is wanting, to make our 
country prosperous and happy; that the Whies can ever again 
take their former station in the sentiments and atiections of the 
people of England. The prize is before them, let them use the 
meaus to obtain it. CATO. 


ng RG a — ee -—- 


GREAT NO RTHERN UNION. 





~~ 





The following correspondence of Sir Charles Wolseley and Mr. 
James Coxe, respeciing the First deposit from the Manchester 
District, to the fund of the Great Nerthern Union, will be found 
worthy of the attention of our readers :— 


TO SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY, BART. 
Sir, Manchester, Oct. 89, 1821. 

In the discharge of a duty the most interesting that ever de- 
volved to my lot, I am necessarily at aloss in what words to convey 
to you the proud feclings of my heart. 1 am directed by the 
Manchester District Committee of the Great Northern Union, to 
transmit to you the rirst deposit for a fund now raising by the 
Radical Reformers of the British empire; and of which fund you 
have generously condescended to become the guardian. Small 
as this deposit is, it will be hailed by you and. by the world, as 
the sacred foundation of a fabric more important to the general 
interests of mankind, than the ereclion of the most splendid edi- 
fice, the means for which are wrung from the necesaiion of the 
labouring poor, under the sanction of ¢ “ealling and oppressive laws. 

The sum of £10 sterling may perhaps excite the sneer fo our 
enemies ; and even by our friends be looked upon as too paltry to 
call for gratulation ; but considered as the first clear fruits of a 
most arduous undertaking, in which numerous expences incidental 
to its infancy, have been necessarily incurred, and almost innu- 
merable prejudices and obstacles surmounted, the Committee trust 
that it will neither be despise ed nor rejected by you, but esteemed 
rather as an earnest of what is yet to be accomplished by the per- 
severing efforts of the thousands who are already embarked in the 
slorions enterprise—that of returning *‘ good men and true” into 
the Commons House of Parliament, as the real and effective repre: 
sentatives of the people. 

A few days, re spected Sir, will sce you released from that state 
of restraint under which bad men, to serve their own wicked ends, 
have dared to place you. May you live in happi iness and tran- 
quilliity, to tr iumph over your, an id your country’s encmies. 

{ remain, Sir, with every sentiment of esteem and admiration, 

Your obliged bumble servant, 
No Sig Charles Wolseley, Bart. JAMES COXE, 
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SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY’s ANSWER. 

Mr.Coxe,—As you had anticipated, so lid I receive with no small 
degree of pleasure, and of pride, your letter, enclosing the first 
deposit, amounting to 2,400 pennies—of that fund, which 1 trust, 
ere long, will make the Great Northern Union the terror of our 
oppressors ! Look at its effects already! Has it not, inthe very 
centre of the land of Radicalism, brought forth the late Chester 
Whig dinner ?—for to tefl me, that they tet for any purpose than 
to sound the feclings of the Northern District, and in the hope 
they might take off our attention from the grand object we have 
in hand, is to tell me, we are happy, and contented, under the 
system which destroysus! How litthe however do these insuffer- 
able boobies, famous only for their want of brains, and their pro- 
verbial pride, mistake the componcnt parts of a Radical! Have 
they the consummate arrogance to conceive, that because a Chair- 
man of a Koutsford Quarter Session !—a Sir John Stanley !—(whose 
Whiggism, by the by, at his own shewing, had been lying 
dormant for the space of twenty years past!) together with other 
mer, several of whom have been doing their utmost, fo crus: 
Reform in the bud! are merely to shew themselve at Chester, 
under the new form of moderate Keformers, that the Radicals are 
to fall down before them, and worship this wooden megs No; the 
Keformers of the North want not their assistance; having on 
hand, ¢haé which will place them ww a situation to ¢ crapple With 
corruption at its own fountain head! Therefore, ay ‘car! The 
day is gone by. We will have none of them. Our Northern 
Union 15 Act surricientr !! 

it has amused me much, the reading of Mr. George Wilbra- 
ham’s letter in the Onserver of this day, on transmitting his 
subscription for Sir Kx Wilseuo—onr, who a few short months past, 
was indicting your “srand Treasurer,” in conjunction with the 
Rev. Mr. Harrison, for * bringing into contempt his Majesty's Go- 
vernment, as by law established!” and to day publishing a Ictter 
which, bad any of us Reformers written, he would have joined 
his brother Magistrates in prosecuting to the utmost rigour of 
the laws Notwithstanding, according to Mr. Wilbraham, aa 
s the purty of every Knglishman who values his rights, to join 
with others, in expressing his decided indignation at the iwiqurrous 
proceedings of the Government! and which, to use a few more 
of his epithets, are “ dangerous ! unjust ! ! arbitrary!!! violent !!!! 
and these, not speaking of Ministers, but of his Majesty's Govern- 
ment, in express terms! Why, this “ Northern Union” will ab- 
solutely turn the heads of these mopenare Reformers! One 
would almost suppose, that he was a ha/f-starvcd Radical, edged 
on by want and oppression, instead of a great land-owner of 
Cheshire ! Perhaps, however, the turf- hound begin to be slack in 
their rents! If here is the rub, inay they be still slacker !—and 
then we shall have them tags instead of their * golden 
calf,” the Great Nortnern Unron! which | have little doubt, 
will, when its incalculable benefits are more generally made known, 
be joined from all quarters of the kingdom. And | remain, with 
every wish for ils success, C. W OSE LEY. 
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